Vermont State Athletic Directors’ Association

Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 14, 2009 @ The Steakhouse in Berlin, VT

Call to Order: Patrick Merriam, President
Announcements/Open Forum:

· Ellen Kane of the VPA discussed development and fundraising efforts at the VPA.

· Melba Masse reminded all hockey schools to attend the VHL meeting on Monday, September 21 at 10:00am at the VPA office.
Attendance: Eric Ramey, Mike Norman, Bernie Cieplicki, Tim Brown, Rob Black, Patrick Pullinen, Arlen Bloodworth, Phil Shaw, Jeff Moreno, Brian Divelbliss, Sean Peistrup, Tim Kane, Bob Thatcher, Anthony Spencer, Rich Thornton, Stacy Stokes, Tim Messier, Lynn Ribolini, Joe Solomon, Mari Miller, Frank Pecora, Peter Maneen, Mike Donoghue, Mike Kiser, Tom Conte, Amy Molina, Sue Duprat, Bruce Viens, Michael Hatt, Buddy Hayford, Chris Brigham, Vince Buttice, Bob Johnson, Ellen Kane, Brian Cain, Joe James, Mike O’Day, Todd Powers, Ian Fraunfelder, Ed Hockenbury, Cathy Broderick, Melba Masse, Merlyn Courser, Burns Page, Joanna Graves, Keith Lyman, Dave Capman, Mike Brown, Dennis Barcomb, Dave Rousselle, Jeff Stetson, Mary Stetson, Joe Houston, Marty McDonough, John Sperry, Sean Farrell, Sumner Erbe, Kathi Bierwirth, Bob Hingston, Paul Wheeler, Pat Merriam, Kevin Riell
Business Meeting:

· Secretary’s Report was unanimously accepted (Mike O’Day/Rob Black)
· Treasury update was given by Bob Hingston.  Report will be forwarded to all members at a later date.  Bob reported $9,566.62 in checking account.  Bob spoke of benefits to being a member of VSADA and NIAAA.
· Merlyn Courser brought to the attention of the group the availability of Insurance for Booster Clubs and discussed its importance.  She also mentioned that the VSADA gets a monetary benefit from schools updating their coaching registry with Clell Wade.
· Mike O’Day discussed the National Conference dates this year taking place in Dallas, TX.  Tom Conte, Kevin Riell and Bob Hingston will represent us at NIAAA.  Summer Institute information was made available.  It will once again take place at Ocean Edge Resort in Brewster, MA (June 27-30).  The VSADA spring conference at the Sheraton in Burlington, VT is set for March 29 and 30.  LTC courses will once again be offered as will the CAA exam if anyone is interested.
· Tim Brown gave the LTC report.
· Amy Molina reminded everyone to enter their coaches on-line and to confirm their certification.  She spoke of NFHS and ASEP both being acceptable certification options.
· Bob Johnson and Ellen Kane of the VPA spoke about the “new” VPA website and its “user friendly” design.
· The group discussed the “proposed” 2010/11 Athletic Calendar.  The calendar committee heard concerns and support for the calendar and will re-visit the proposal.  A straw vote of VSADA members seemed to support moving football back one week to allow double session practices to being on August 16.  A majority voted to keep the other sports at the August 23 start date.
· The group discussed the number of games played in winter and spring sports.  
· A committee has been formed to address how scrimmages are counted and played.  Committee members are: Joe James, Sean Farrell, Bob Thatcher, Merlyn Courser, Melba Masse, Pat Merriam, Tom Conte, and Cathy Broderick.
· A committee has been formed to review the “Coaching out of Season” policy.  Committee members are: Tim Messier, Mari Miller, Dave Rousselle, Merlyn Courser, Joe Houston, Chris Brigham, Burns Page, Eric Ramey, Mike Norman.
· Mike Donoghue from the Burlington Free Press spoke about the importance of supplying accurate rosters to the media.  He supplied examples.  He also discussed “Honors and Awards” for student athletes and how students are nominated and selected.
Topic of Discussion: Pre-season Parent/Athlete Meetings
The group discussed when and how each school runs their meeting.  Some ideas shared were:
· Having a guest speaker works well
· Food entices people to attend
· Use some form of electronic presentation versus simply standing and talking in front of the group
· If held prior to the first practice, a reminder that an annual or bi-annual Physical is needed before starting practice.
· Involve students in the presentation
· Early (June or July) meeting to get fall info out. 
· Use of “Survey Monkey”
Discussion on new “Wellness” Physical

· The VPA recommends its use but does not mandate at this time according to Director of Student Activities Bob Johnson.
Meeting adjourned at 11:43am (Paul Wheeler/Rob Black)

Next VSADA Meeting: November 9, 2009 at The Steakhouse in Berlin, VT

9:00am-Noon
