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Minutes of November 24, 2008 League Meeting

I. CALL TO ORDER:



Bob Hingston, Executive Secretary

Meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by Ex. Sec. Bob Hingston.

Roll taken - all schools were present except Burlington, Colchester, Fair Haven, & 

Winooski.   Also in attending:  Mickey Heinecken- NFF – VT Chapter;  Phil Zalinger-

VFOA;  Dave Baldasaro – VFOA;  Jim Corbo - VFOA; Tom Haley-Rutland Herald,
Doug McPhee-Bellows Falls Reporter;  Mike Donoghue-Burlington Free Press, & from

Castleton College:  Head Coach Rich Alercio, Asst. Coaches Marc Klatt & Brian Grady.
II.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:




A) Bob Hingston announced that Division 2 and Division 3 All-League Teams were available for spell checking the names.
B)  Bob also announced the Head Shrine Coach for 2009 – Mike Hatt (Springfield HS) has been selected to coach the Vermont squad.
III.
SECRETARY REPORT:




Mike O’Day

Secretary’s Report - Minutes of March 24, 2008 meeting as printed were accepted (Motion: Mike Norman – Rutland; Second: by Amy Molina-U 32)
IV.
TREASURER REPORT:




Mike O’Day

Treasurer’s Report – $ 180.82 in checking acct.; $2,496.54 in savings acct.; Total on 

hand $2,677.36.  Report Accepted (Motion: Rob Black-Mill River; 2nd Tom Conte-St J )

V.
CORRESPONDENCE:




Bob Hingston
None

VI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:




Bob Hingston


A)
Mickey Heinecken reviewed the NFF Sponsored North-South All Star Game.  Thanked all involved.  Announced that next year the head coaches are:  North – Mike Williams (BFA-Fairfax) and South – John Callahan (Mt. Anthony).  Anyone interested in being head coach should contact Mickey, it is the expectation that before becoming Head Coach – people will serve one year as an assistant coach.  Mickey stated the NFF awarded grants to all schools who made requests in 2008.  Mickey announced that the Honors Banquet will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2009 at Middlebury College.  Asked for 100% participation by schools in returning nomination forms to Rick Farnham.   Mickey outlined the application process and requests all schools to notify the NFF of the nominees or IF YOUR SCHOOL DOES NOT INTEND TO SEND ALONG A NAME - PLEASE NOTIFY RICK OF THAT FACT.  
NFF Membership Applications were available from Mickey - all VIFL members strongly encouraged to join the Vermont Chapter.  
Mickey is looking for assistance from coaches to update the All-Star Game Playbook.  Contact Mickey if interested in assisting.  
Mike Law (U 32) made a motion (Seconded by Marty Richards-MMU) to have the VIFL donate $500.00 to the NFF Scholarship Fund.  Motion Passed.


B)   Awards –  Mike Williams (BFA –Fairfax) 

Mike presented Regular Season Divisional League Trophies to:


Division III – Springfield --  Champions at 7-0. Mike Hatt accepted.

Division II  - Mt. Mansfield --  Champions at 6-1.  Marty Richards accepted.
Division I   - Hartford --  Champions at 8-0. Mike Stone accepted.

A) Officiating Committee – Sean Murphy, St. Johnsbury
Sean reported that a web site is being developed for both officials and coaches that will include:

i) Rule interpretations & rule updates

ii) Clarifications on rules

iii) Unusual Situations

iv) Coaches evaluation forms

It was also discussed about officials possibly meeting with every team in the pre-season to go over rule changes, interpretations, etc.  VFOA will discuss and report back at spring league meeting.

B) Sportsmanship Committee – 

In need of a Chair.  No new items to report.  

C) Alignment Committee – Bob Davis

Bob stated that the new league alignment was approved last week and now goes to the VPA football committee for approval.  He called for any proposals that would change either the VIFL Formula for Alignment or any suggestions for changes in the QPR/playoff determinant system be sent in to him before the VIFL spring league meeting.
II. OFFICIALS:


Phil Zalinger - VFOA

A) Phil announced the VFOA 2008 Sportsmanship Awards to:  

Northern Schools: U 32;  and Southern Schools: Hartford.

B) Phil reported that it was a very good year with no major problems.  All League members should feel free to contact the VFOA with any concerns at any time.      

C) Phil announced any concerns over quality, conduct or deportment of officials should be forwarded to the League Commissioners (Gary Hoadley new Northern commissioner or Brian Haskell in the South).    
D) Selection of officials for playoff games was discussed.  VPA will continue to work with the VFOA on the tournament assignments.
E) VFOA wished to hold a “Mechanics Clinic” for all members at one scrimmage in the fall.  Discussion took place regarding the availability of officials to assist at scrimmages around the state.  Hartford will check to see if they could hold a scrimmage during the first Saturday (August 22nd) for the VFOA to run their clinic and then all other schools will be able to have officials at their scrimmages the following weekend.  The suggestion was made that the Mechanics Clinic could also be held at the Shrine Camp Team Scrimmage.

III. OLD BUSINESS:


A) Season review – no major concerns;  
B) QPR reviewed no major discussion – Any changes / proposals to Bob D or Bob H by next spring’s meeting.    

C) 2009 varsity schedules – Surveys were due today to Mike O’Day.  Schedules should be done by Mid-December. Sub-Varsity scheduling will follow varsity.
IV. NEW BUSINESS:



A) Committees – Bob reviewed each standing committee and the make up of each.  Still need chairrnan for the Sportsmanship Committee. Gary Hoadley was added to the Officials Committee to replace Steve Audette.  
B) School Delegates listing was available – get updates to Mike O’Day as soon as possible.  

C) Coaching Directory was available – get updates to Mike O’Day as soon as possible.  

V. OTHER BUSINESS:



A) Mike Donoghue thanked coaches for getting in their All-State Nominations to him.
B) Castleton College Head Coach Rich Alercio addressed the league – thanked schools for allowing Castleton into Vermont schools.  Priority to have one player from each of the 34 Vermont high schools playing for the Spartans.  He offered his staff to assist in local clinics and offered their assistance to all league members.  
C) Coach of The Year – Mike Stone requested from each division the name of the respective COTY in each division so he can put the ballot together for the COTY in Vermont for the May NFF Banquet.

Next meeting date set for Monday, March 23, 2009  at 4:00 PM  at  Hartford High School.

Motion to adjourn by Pat Merriam (Spaulding) and 2nd by Amy Molina (U 32).  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 5:25 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted,

Mike O’Day

Worthy Scribe
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