Vermont Interscholastic Football League
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e-mail:  Bob_Hingston@windsor.k12.vt.us  
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Minutes of November 23, 2009 League Meeting

I. CALL TO ORDER:



Bob Hingston, Executive Secretary

Meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by Ex. Sec. Bob Hingston.

Roll taken - all schools were present.
Also in attending:  Mickey Heinecken- NFF – VT Chapter;  From VFOA: Phil Zalinger, 

Dave Baldasaro, Jim Corbo, Kristi Morris, Chad Illingworth, Jon Reed;  Tom Haley-
Rutland Herald, Jared Pendak-Valley News; Doug McPhee – freelance reporter; Mike
Donoghue-Burlington Free Press; Castleton College:  Head Coach Rich Alercio, and
Norwich University – John Rhoades, Asst Coach.
II.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:




A) Bob Hingston announced that Division 2 and Division 3 All-League Teams were available for spell checking the names still looking for three schools to return nominations.
III.
SECRETARY REPORT:




Mike O’Day

Secretary’s Report - Minutes of March 23, 2009 meeting as e-mailed were accepted. (Motion: Pat Merriam (Spaulding); Second: by Mike Norman (Rutland)
IV.
TREASURER REPORT:




Mike O’Day

Treasurer’s Report – $ 324.82 in checking acct.; $3,105.91 in savings acct.; Total on 

hand $3,430.73.  Report Accepted (Motion: Tom Conte (St. Johnsbury); Second:

Sean Peistrup (Woodstock)

V.
CORRESPONDENCE:




Bob Hingston
Letter to the VIFL from Mt. Abraham advising the league that they have applied for a Co-Operative Football team with Vergennes Union High School.  VPA will act on the request.  Notifying the league is one of the mandatory steps in the application process. There was no discussion.

VI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:




Bob Hingston

A) NFF- Bill Mayville/Mickey Heinecken  

Mickey Heinecken reviewed the NFF Sponsored North-South All Star Game.  Thanked all involved, especially Head Coaches Mike Williams and Jason Thomas.  Requested that all nominations for Scholar Athletes be in by January 26, 2010 deadline.  Mickey announced that the Honors Banquet will be held on Sunday, April 25, 2010 at Castleton College.  Asked for 100% participation by schools in returning nomination forms.   Mickey outlined the application process and requests all schools to notify the NFF of the nominees or IF YOUR SCHOOL DOES NOT INTEND TO SEND ALONG A NAME - PLEASE NOTIFY THE NFF OF THAT FACT.  
Mickey announced that Castleton will host next year’s All-Star Game, starting a rotation between Middlebury College and Castleton College.  
Bob Davis (North Country) made a motion (Seconded by – Eric Ramey - Fair Haven) to have the VIFL donate $500.00 to the NFF Scholarship Fund.  Motion Passed.


B)   Awards- Mike Williams (BFA –Fairfax) 

Mike presented Regular Season Divisional League Trophies to:


Division III – Windsor --  Champions at 7-1.    Coach Jim Taft accepted.

Division II  - Colchester --  Champions at 7-0.  Coach Tom Perry accepted.
Division I   - Essex --  Champions at 8-0. Coach Charlie Burnett accepted.

A) Officiating/Sportsmanship-  – Chuck Worrell, Woodstock
Chuck reported that he attended a southern officials’ weekly meeting and discussions were held regarding offering officials a chance for clinic situations and rule coverages at selected scrimmages in the fall.  If your school is interested in hosting this please contact Christy Morris. 
B) Alignment Committee – Bob Davis

Will meet next year.
II. OFFICIALS:


Kristi Morris - VFOA

A) Kristi announced the VFOA 2009 Sportsmanship Awards to:  

Northern Schools:    Stan Amadon Trophy winner – North Country Union

Southern Schools:    Jim Howard Trophy winner – Bellows Falls Union
B) Kristi reported that it was a very good year with no major problems.  Another year of improvement in sportsmanship and overall conduct by all.  All League members should feel free to contact the VFOA with any concerns at any time.      

C) Kristi reminded everyone to continue working on communication through game reports and head coach game evaluations.  Use this chance for immediate feedback.  The VFOA appreciates and uses this feedback to improve their organization and their membership.    
D) VFOA is meeting later tonight to discuss single state wide assignor vs. two regional assignors.  The league will be informed of any developments.
VIII.
OLD BUSINESS: 

A) Season review – no major concerns;  
B) QPR reviewed no major discussion – Any changes / proposals to Bob Davis or Bob Hingston by next spring’s meeting.    

C) 2009 varsity schedules – Discussion along whether Divisional Games should be assigned as “NON-COUNTING” games for purposes of determined a level LEAGUE QPR.  After lengthy discussion, straw vote taken 13 schools in favor of keeping some divisional games as NON COUNTING and 19 schools opposed.  Those schools felt that all divisional games should count toward LEAGUE QPR even though some schools are playing more/less league games than other schools.  This information will be passed along to the VPA Football Committee who will make final decision early next year.  Schedules (opponents and dates) are finalized and were available to all.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS:



A) Committees – Bob Hingston reviewed each standing committee and the make up of each.  Changes were made and an updated list will follow to the membership.  
B) School Delegates listing was available – Changes were made and an updated list will follow to the membership 

C) Coaching Directory was available – Changes were made and an updated list will follow to the membership.  

D) Start Dates as set by the VPA for 2010:  Football – first date to start is Monday, August 16, 2010.

X.
OTHER BUSINESS:



A) Bob Hingston – One Championship Day at single site – discussion about last years committee, and asked if this should still be pursued.  Coach Alercio announced Castleton is willing and able to make that happen, offered his site. Ad-Hoc Committee was charged with meeting and making a proposal to the league in the spring.

B) Mike Norman asked to act on Alignment Formula Proposal from last meeting which would require a 2/3 vote from league member schools for any school to move from one division to another (either up a division or down a division).  Mike Norman (Rutland) made the motion and it was seconded by Jason Thomas (Burr & Burton).  Motion passed unanimously.
C) Mike Donoghue (Burlington Free press) asked for assistance in each school getting their nominations for Free Press All Start Team into him as soon as possible.

XI. SET MARCH ANNUAL MEETING DATE


Next Meeting was set for Monday March 22, 2010 at Hartford High School at 4:00 PM

Adjournment- 
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM. 
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Mike O’Day

Worthy Scribe
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